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In June 2006 the Victorian Ombudsman released his report of an own motion investigation into
the Freedom of Information Act (FOI Act). This paper looks at the background to the review, in-
cluding the basis for it; the development of a discussion paper; and agency responses. It is also
a behind-the-scenes commentary on conducting a wide ranging systemic review and how to best
achieve outcomes.

The Ombudsman made recommendations that included legislative change; that the Department
of Justice take a stronger leadership role in providing guidance to FOI agencies; and that prac-
tice notes and guidelines be issued.

Since finalising the review the Victorian Government has committed to amending the FOI Act in
line with the Ombudsman’s recommendations.
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